“Being the best”

Joyce Cary once said, “The most effective teacher will always be biased, for the chief force in teaching is confidence and enthusiasm.” A great teacher is someone who is able to address all types of learners and is willing to listen to what their students are asking and explain the answer in a calm, confident voice representing patience and passion. Some of my best teachers that I can remember were those who saw potential in me and believed that I could succeed within their class by achieving an A.  Ideally, I’d like to teach elementary school, 3rd or 5th grade because children at that age still posses a sense of innocence but are eager to learn. Their minds are like sponges, soaking up information; it’s my job to help place good information in their mind while instilling confidence and teaching with enthusiasm to help benefit their education. 

A great teacher is one that has a great deal of resources to help address all types of learners such as, audio learners, visual learners or kinesthetic learners. If a teacher reads verbatim what is written in a book they will loose complete interest of their audience but, a teacher who has passion will make a text book come to life. Looking back at my years of education there are a few teachers that I honestly can say helped my outlook on a subject that I once hated become a little enjoyable because she took the time to sit individually with in me during her lunch break to explain to me how to find the slope or a vertical intercept. Every other year I would end up with D’s in math but that particular year, 10th grade, I received a B, Why? Because my teacher and I were a team, we were both achieving the same goal which was to help me understand Math. I believe that teachers have an advantage then everyone else which is having the opportunity to create the foundation of a student’s education. 


In fifth grade a teacher once made me stand up in the room and answer a multiplication problem, this problem was simple, something so simple as zero times three, I could not answer the problem I was humiliated. The day I met my math teacher sophomore year, Mrs. Graffius, all anxiety of math soon left. By not having great communication skills a teacher will get frustrated and loose desire within their job or students will get frustrated, because of their lack of understanding. In fifth grade when that math teacher asked me a simple math problem he was not communicating a question to my level, the teacher was asking me a question that I should have known from years back. In that moment my mind was being taught, problem solving, division etc not simple multiplication like zero time three. It is important as an effective teacher to communicate and teach your students on a daily basis on the information that’s being given to them with in that class. Every child learns differently it is the teacher’s responsibility to communicate the lesson plan in different teaching methods for different types of learners. 

One year in third grade, a teacher asked me to read out loud, I immediately froze up and couldn’t pronounce one of the most simplest words, it wasn’t because I didn’t know how to say that word but because I didn’t feel confident to read out loud in front of the entire class. Building confidence within your students is essential to being an effective teacher. Encouraging your students and believing in them will ultimately create a successful student. Patience is essential with helping someone retain information. When you learn you begin to teach the knowledge that you retained by relying on your patience. By demonstrating patience to your students you are also teaching patience through your actions. Patience can help develop the ability to help students think through and resolve problems; it can also help strengthen emotions of students who tend to have behavioral problems.


I once read a quote that said by an unknown source, “You have in your hands the power to influence and impact a student's mind. You have within you the capacity to instill in the child a love for learning, to keep an open mind and to keep questioning. You have the ability to promote confidence, stir thinking and awaken dreams...” I love that quote. As an inspiring teacher I will always have to be eager to learn something new, it apart of my job to be open for correction. I have hopes to one day add a new approach to teaching by presenting subject matters in a visual concept and provide resources that all my students will understand and demonstrate proficiency 
